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AMENDMENTS TO TF Tfl CLAIMS 

1 . (Currently amended) An apparatus for dropping a hockey puck, comprising: 
a frame, wherein said frame is moveable; 

a power supply, wherein said power supply is carried by said frame; 

a puck housing supported by said frame and configured to house said hockey puck; 

a feed chute; 

a feed mechanism supported by said frame and configured to feed said hockey puck from 

said puck housing to said feed chute; and 

a release mechanism configured to receive said hockey puck from said feed chute and to 
downwardly release said hockey puck, wherein said feed and said release of said hockey puck 
axe powered by said power suppl y tnH wherein said release mechanism is configured to 

„ leveling ~* said ^ ™* ™* A* ™* " SSDSE ^ L ^"'^ ^ 

released . 

2> (Canceled) 

3. (Canceled) 

4. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of claim [[3]]32, wherein said puck dropper 
is configured to accelerate said hockey puck by directing air at said hockey puck. 

5. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of claim [[3]]32, wherein said release 
mechanism is configured to center said hockey puck relative to said puck dropper. 

6. (Original) The apparatus of claim 1, wherein said frame includes a stow assembly 
configured to stow said feed chute. 

7. (Original) The apparatus of claim 1 , further including a plurality of pneumatic 
actuators, wherein said feed mechanism and said release mechanism include said pneumatic 
actuators. 
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8. (Original) The apparatus of claim 7, further comprising an air compressor supported 
by said frame and configured to provide air for said pneumatic actuators. 

9. (Original) The apparatus of claim 1 , further comprising a release rate, wherein the 
release of said hockey puck is influenced by said release rate. 

10. (Original) The apparatus of claim 9, wherein said release rate is variable. 

1 1 . (Original) The apparatus of claim 1 , wherein said feed chute includes a first end 
coupled to said frame and a second end coupled to said release mechanism, said feed chute 
extending laterally away from said frame and sloping generally downward from said first end to 
said second end. 

12. (Original) The apparatus of claim I, wherein said release mechanism comprises: 

a stopper configured to extend to receive and to facilitate a leveling of said hockey puck; 

and 

a gripper configured to secure said hockey puck while said stopper is extended, wherein 
said gripper is configured to release said hockey puck at a predetermined interval after said 
stopper has retracted. 
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13. (Currently amended) An apparatus for dropping a hockey puck, comprising: 
a frame; 

a puck housing supported by said frame and configured to house said hockey puck; 
a feed chute; 

a feed mechanism supported by said frame and configured to feed said hockey puck from 

said puck housing to said feed chute; 

a stopper configured to extend to receive said hockey puck from said feed chute and to 

facilitate a leveling of said hockey puck; and 

a gripper configured to secure said hockey puck while said stopper is extended and to 
downwardly release said hockey puck after said stopper has retracted, gfa g r^n said hockey puck 
is .substantially horizo ntal when released. 

14. (Canceled) 

15. (Canceled) 

16. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of claim [[15]]33, wherein said puck 
dropper is configured to accelerate said hockey puck by focusing air at said hockey puck. 

17. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of claim [[15]]33. wherein said gripper 
nfigured to center said hockey puck relative to said puck dropper. 



is 



co: 



18 (Original) The apparatus of claim 17, wherein said gripper comprises substantially 
oppositely oriented angled edges configured to extend to center said hockey puck relative to said 
puck dropper. 

19. (Original) The apparatus of claim 13, wherein said frame includes a stow assembly 
configured to stow said feed chute. 



4 



PAGE 8/16 * RCVD AT 12127/2005 4:59:26 PM [Eastern Standard Time] * SVR:USPTO€FXRF-6/25 * DNIS:2738300 * CSID:248 594 0610 « DURATION (mm-ss):03-32 



12/27/2005 17:03 248-594-0610 



RADER, FISHMAN 



PAGE 09/16 



Docket No.: 66274-0001 

Application No. 10/816,101 
Amendment dated 
Reply to Office Action of 

20. (Original) The apparatus of claim 13, further comprising a plurality of pneumatic 
actuators, wherein said feed mechanism, said stopper, and said gri PP er include said pneumatic 
actuators. 

21 . (Original) The apparatus of claim 20, further comprising an air compressor 
supported by said frame and configured to provide air for said pneumatic actuators. 

22. (Original) The apparatus of claim 13, wherein said feed chute extends laterally away 

from said frame and includes: 

a first end for receiving said hockey puck from said puck housing; and 

a second end for delivering said hockey puck to said stopp er, wherein said feed chute 

slopes generally downward from said first end to said second end. 



23 (Original) The apparatus of claim 13, further comprising a power source supported 
by said frame, said power source configured to provide power for said feed and said release of 
said hockey puck. 

24. (Original) The apparatus of claim 13, wherein said hockey puck is released after a 
predefined interval of time. 

25. (Original) The apparatus of claim 24, wherein said predefined interval of time is 
defined by an operator of the apparatus. 

26. (Original) Tire apparatus of claim 13, further comprising a plurality of hockey pucks, 
wherein said puck housing includes said plurality of hockey pucks, and wherein each said 
hockey puck is released after a predefined interval of time. 

27. (Withdrawn) A method for facilitating practice of a hockey face-off by an individual, 
comprising: 

feeding a hockey puck from a puck housing to a release mechanism; 
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receiving said hockey puck at said release mechanism, wherein said receiving includes 
extending a stopper to receive said hockey puck; 

leveling said hockey puck at said release mechanism; 

securing the said hockey puck, wherein said securing includes extending a gripper to 
secure said hockey puck; and 

retracting said stopper after said securing; 

releasing leveled said hockey puck at a predetermined interval after said retracting. 

28. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 27, further comprising accelerating said hockey 
puck upon said release, wherein said accelerating includes: 

securing said puck to a puck dropper; and 

extending said puck dropper to accelerate said puck toward a playing surface after said 
predetermined interval. 

29. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 28, wherein said accelerating further comprises 
centering said hockey puck relative to said puck dropper. 

30. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 27, further comprising: 
forming a vacuum to secure said hockey puck; and 

destroying said vacuum to drop said hockey puck toward a generally horizontal surface 
after said predetermined interval. 

31. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 27, wherein said securing and said releasing are 
powered by an onboard power supply. 
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32. (New) An apparatus for dropping a hockey puck, comprising: 
a frame, wherein said frame is moveable; 

a power supply, wherein said power supply is carried by said frame; 

apuck housing supported by said frame and configured to house said hockey puck; 

a feed chute; 

a feed mechanism supported by said frame and configured to feed said hockey puck from 
said puck housing to said feed chute; and 

a release mechanism configured to receive said hockey puck from said feed chute and to 
release said hockey puck, wherein said feed and said release of said hockey puck are powered by 
said power supply, afld wherein jajd release mechanism compe l 3 pnrV digBBSt ^hereto said 
pirfr draBper, is co nfi gured to form a v acuum to sec ure gajd hockey puck and to destroy ?»id 
vacuum to release said hockey p uck. 

33. (New) An apparatus for dropping a hockey puck, comprising: 
a frame; 

a puck housing supported by said frame and configured to house said hockey puck; 
a feed chute; 

a feed mechanism supported by said frame and configured to feed said hockey puck from 

said puck housing to said feed chute; 

a stopper configured to extend to receive said hockey puck from said feed chute and to 

facilitate a leveling of said hockey puck; and 

a gripper configured to secure said hockey puck while said stopper is extended and to 
release said hockey puck after said stopper has retracted, and further uprising a puck dropper, 
ga id mick dropper configured to fnrm and destroy a vacuum to receive said hockey puck from 
syriri pri pper and to release sft id Viookev ouck. 
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